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A Bit of Comfort. 

It !■ not the dHd we do, 
Though the dMd be never eo fair ; 

Bat the lute that the Lord luakelb to 
Hidden with holy nn 
In the heart of the deed eo fair. 

The Ion lithe prleelearthlaf 
The treaeum oq r treua ne muit bold , 

Or ever the Lord will take the (lit 
Or tall the worth of the fold 
Bjr tb« love thM oan not be told. 

Behold ue, the rich and the poor, 
Dear Lord In thy eervlce draw near I 

One ooneecretath a preeloue ooln, 
One droppaUi,oDlr a tear. 
Look, Hauler, the love 1* here I 


The Primitive Chnrch and Its 

I'UHtoillH. 

Ai the catechumens were only 
learners, the ancient order of 
the Church did not grant to 
them all the privileges that the 
fall Christian enjoyed. Whether 
that was the case or not in the 
oh arches which the Apostles 
founded is not known. They 
were in later times, not allowed 
to join with the ministers in all 
the prayers of the church, which 
the i I laminated were allowed to 
do, ana in no case were they 
allowed to nse the Lord's prayer ; 
as St. Uhrysoatom, Theodoret, 
and others said, they bad no 
right to eay "Oar Father," be- 
fore they became children ol the 
Heavenly Father. But the bap- 
tized believers had a right to eay 
the prayer because they were 
born again to that Father by 
water and the Holy Ghost. An- 
other privilege which the fully 
initiated enjoyed above the cate- 
chumens, was a right to attend all 
the discourses delivered in the 
churches, including those which 
treated ol the deep mysteries of 
the Christian system, which the 
catech u mens were strictly prohib- 
ited from hearing. Such dis- 
courses pertained, principally, to 
communion matters. 

It was a custom very strictly 
adhered to, in the ancient church, 
to allow uo one to be present, 
as a spectator, or otherwise, on 
communion occasions, except 
those who were fully identified 
with the body ot baptized believ- 
ers. Even the ministers very 
carefully avoided, in the public 
discourses, any remarks that 
would reveal the character ot 
the communion or eucharist and 
the manner of its observance. 
This is a reason why there ie so 
little in the fifteen or twenty 
thousand pages ot the writings 
of the AnteNicene fathers, 
about the communion and its ob- 
servance. A few words were 
said about it by Justin Martyr, 
and two or three others; bnt 
while other questions are dis- 
cussed with the largest freedom 
they were eo secretive in 
writing about the eucharist, 
that it -is impossible to gather 
from their writings an adequate 
idea as lo just how they did 
keep it. 

Thus it is to be seen that a 
clean line ot discrimination wne 
made bet ween tbe baptized, and 
those who were preparing lor 
baptism, even outside of matters 
belonging to tbe communion, al- 
though the catechu mens, in many 
places, were called Christiana. 
{To be Continued.) 
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Because Christ loves us he 
claims us and desires to have as 
wholly yield to his will, so that 
the operations ot love in and far 
us may find uo hindrance. 


'Let Ua go on Unto Perfection." 
ASHLAND, OHIO, JULY 1, 1885. 
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8. 8. Convention and Dedication. 
The Sabbath Sohool Conven- 
tion for the Western District of 
Pa., will be held at tbe Breth- 
new meeting house, in. 


Masontown, Fayette Co., Pa,' 
Sept. 11th, and 12th, All inter- 
ested in this glorious work are 
kindly invited to attend. In 
order that ample arrangements 
for accommodations may be 
made, the number likely to at- 
tend from each church or com- 
munity should be reported to 
Eld. A. J. Sterling, Masontown, 
Pa. The dedicatory exercises of 
oar new church building will 
take place on Sabbath following, 
Sept. 13, 1885. Those coming 
by way of Pittsburgh, had bet- 
ter take the Brownsville Boat, 
at four o'clock Thursday even- 
ing, aa that will bring them to 
tbe Masontown Landing Friday 
morning, iu time for the open 


ing exercises. Those coming by J 
way of (Jniontown must let as 
know when they will be at that 
place, and how many we may 
expect, so we can make arrange- 
ments to meet them with teams, 
ae it is twelve miles from our 
place. 

A. J. Sterhhq, Cor. Sec'y. 


The Kellgfona World, 
The revisers of the Bible pre- 
sented a copy to the Empress of 
Germany. The Empress has 
sent them a graceful letter ex- 
pressing her thanks for the pres- 
ent. 

Mr. It. A. Pierce who ie deaf 
and dumb, was recently ordained 
deacon, by the Bishop ol Win- 
chester. He is to devote himself 
especially to mission work among 
deaf mutes. 

About 600 new members have 
been added to the Baptist 
ohurches in Virginia since tbe 
visit of Mr. Moody, and numer- 
ous additions have been made to 
Methodist and other churches in 
tbe city. 

About 30,000 Mormons have 
been disfranchised by the opera- 
tion of the Edmund's law. The 
whole number ol registered vo- 


NUMBER 26. 


School Howe No. 7. ' 

NOTI0B EXTRAORDINARY, 

All the brethren (which in- 
cludes the sisters too) who at- 
tended those memorable meet- 
ings at school house No. 7, in 
Indiana, at the time of the Ar- 
nold's grove Annual Meeting in 
1882, and who were in sympathy 
with the actions ot those 
school house meetings, and who 
are and have been working in 
harmony with the Brethren 
Church, as organized at Dayton 
Ohio in 1883, are requested to 
send their names to me, at Con- 
gress, Wayne Co., Ohio, by the 
middle of August, 1885. The 
object of this ie to help us get a 
proper start in preserving a 
true history of the Brethren 
Church to be published in the 
forth coming Brethren's Annual. 
It is desired to have all the 
names included in this call, and 
if any have died, those having 
knowledge of it, will please fur- 
nish their names. Any who fail 
to respond will not appear in the 
history unless we can give their 
names from memory. 

We regard it as important 
that we write our own history 
in order to have it correct. 
When other parties attempt 
this after we are gone, they will 
from a want of proper inform a 
tion and possibly from motives 
of prejudice make many •mis- 
takes, and possible misrepresen- 
tations, hence we again urge 
promptness in this matter. 

P. J. Brown. 


The true Christian ie like the 
sun, which pursues his noiseless 
track, and everywhere leaves the 
effect of his beams in a blessing 
upon the'world around him. 

Good resolutions are often 
like loosely tied cord — on the 
first strain of temptation they 
■lip. They should be tied in a 
bard knot of prayer, and they 
should be kept tight and firm by 
stretching God ward. 


ters is about 25,000, of whom 
nearly three-fourths are Mor- 
mons, and four-ninths of the 

whole number are women. 

The ideal Christian commu- 
nity would seem to be in Iowa, 
where under one pastor, Presby- 
terians, Baptists, Congrega- 
tionaliste are now harmoniously 
working together. The Sunday 
school Superintendent and two 
of the Bible class teachers are 
Baptists, one of the elders is a 
coogregationaliet and another a 
Lutheran. 

A remarkable interest in the 
study of the Westminister 
Shorter Catechism has been 
manifested at Minneapolis. In 
five of the Presbyterian churches 
150 young people have recently 
committed to memory the entire 
catechism. Rev. R. J. Ores welt 
reports that ninety persons have 
learned the catechism recently 
in four fields under his charge, 
near Duluth, Minn. 

The principal religions in the 
world are Christianity, Judaism, 
Mohammedanism, Buddhism, 
Zorosstrianism, Taoism, Confu- 
cianism, Shintoism, and Fetish- 
ism. Of these all are the Pa- 
gan religions, except the first 
three named. Heathendom num- 
bers about 850 million souls, of 
which over one-half belong to 
Buddhism. Mohammedanism 
numbers about 175 millions; 
and the whole ot Christendom ia 
estimated at 390 millions, com- 
ing next to Buddhism iu adher- 
ents. Of this number 190 mill- 
iona are Roman Catholics; 84 
millions belong to the Greek 
church, and 116 millions belong 
to the Protestant. About 28 mill- 
ions of these Protestants are 
church-members. The majority 
of the people in Protestant coun- 
tries need to be evangelized; 
while the vast bnlk of Catholics 
and members of tbe Greek 
church are utter strangers to a 
personal salvatiou. Then there 
are the Armenian, Nee tori an, 
Abyaainian and Coptic churches, 
which need the Gospel as much 
ae the Pagans The Jewa are 
estimated at 8 millions. All 
these are the purchase of Christ's 
Hood, and the. Church ia com- 
missioned and commanded to go 
and preach the Gospel to every 
one of them. 


The Pennsylvania Bible So- 
ciety, which celebrated a lew 
days since at Philadelphia, its 
seventy- seventh anniversary, 
takes pride in the fact that it is 
eight years older than the Amer- 
ican Bible Society with its moat 
efiiciently cooperates. During 
the past year it has put in circu 
lation 126,047 copies, iu whole or 
part, of the Scriptures. It 1b a 
anrpriaing tact that iu a single 
jrear, in a single State, the Scrip-' 
lures were called for in twenty 
di fie rent languages. 

The Japan Mail reports a 
moat remarkable preaching ser- 
vice held at Tokio, iu the largest 
theatre in the city. The audi- 
ences are Variously estimated at 
4,500 to 6,000 per day. The 
preaching wbs mostly by native 
Japanese pastors, and the people 
listened eagerly, hours at a time, 
while the Gospel was preached 
to 'them. The Mail says : "The 
large attendance, together with 
the earnest alteutiou with so lit- 
tle disseut or interruption, iu so 
public and iree a place as the 
most popular theatre in Tokio, 
give evidence ot » marked ad- 
vance in pulic yeutiniem iu 
favor of Christianity within 
the space of one short year. 

A new Catholic University is 
to be erected iu Washington 
City, and work will be com- 
menced on it soon. It will cost 
about tour hundred thousand 
dollars, and will be devoted to 
the education of men for tbe 
Catholic priesthood. Thus, this 
powerful hierarchy continues in 
ita work, reaching out here and 
then there to exte u d its influence 
and power. It is a great misfort- 
une that that uuited and trained 
society does not turn its whole 
influence in support of the plain 
and uncomplicated religion, 
which Jesus Christ gave to the 
human family ; but instead of 
doing this, that same prieathood 
spent years in endeavoring to 
hide it from tbe people. 


The Sinner's Dazzled Sight. 

We may illustrate what would 
be the misery ot a sinner, could 
he be permitted to enter heaveu 
in his sine, by an ancient and 
cruel custom. It was the bar- 
barous practice of a cruel king 
to torture his unhappy prison- 
ers by confining them for some 
time in a dark dungeon, and then 
the eyelids being cut off, bring 
them suddenly to tbe full blaze 
of the sun, when shining in its 
full power. The result was, of 
course, the moat excruciating 
pain and instantaneous blind- 
ness ; because the organ ot vision 
was totally unfitted for the great 
change from darkness to dazzling 
brightness. 

Christian Bravery. 
When the late Commodore 
Foote was iu Siam he had upon 
one occasion the kintr on board 
his vessel as a gnest. Like a 
Christian man, as he was, he did 
not hesitate in the royal presence 
to ask a blessing as the guents 
took their places at the table. 
"Why, that is just as the mis- 
sionaries do," remarked the 
king, with some surprise. "Yes," 
answered the heroic sailor "and 
I am a missionary too." 


Close Commnnlun. 

Thie is one of the greatest 
questions with which we have to 
deal. The tendency ot thu pres- 
ent age *oward universal church 
fellowship among the various 
evangelical denominations, pla- 
ces the Brethren often in an un- 
pleasant light. We are accused 
of being narrow-minded, bigoted, 
uncharitable toward ' other de- 
nominations when we invite 
none to tbe Lord's supper but 
our own members. I fear too 
many do not fully understand the 
nature and intent of the Supper 
and the Communion. I am tar 
Irom being satisfied with my 
knowledge ot these subjects. 
Whom should we admit to the 
Lord's table, church members 
ouly or those wishing to become 
church members also': fcSonie 
say those who are properly bap- 
tized and are in fellowship with 
the church. We would ask, 
Were all the Apostles baptized 
when the supper was instituted I 
If not, can baptism be made a 
criterion ot admittance ! What 
is the intent of * lie communion ! 
Ia it an act by which we show 
our belief in Christ and commit 
oursoula to him? If so, must 
baptism necessarily precede the 
drinking ot "this cup V We 
may say to all pedo-baptists 
that we are m liberal as they 
are in regard to this question. 
Since we admit all of our own' 
members of good character, 
while they deny this privilege to 
their grown-up children not yet 
confirmed, though "baptized" 
(sprinkled), no matter how good 
their character — but thiB does 
not meet the question. We can 
uot justify ourselves by the de- 
fects of other denominations. 
We would like to hear a free 
discussion of this subject in 
meeknesB, with as little human 
reason and as much spiritual 
proof as possible. — S. Z. Sharp. 


Safe to Trust God. 
The day I left home, said Dr. 
Talmadge, to look after myself 
and for myeelf, in the wagon sat 
my father driving, and be said 
that day something which has 
kept with me all my life ; "De- 
Witt, it is always sale to trust 
God. I have many a time come 
to my last loaf of bread. You 
may know that having been sick 
for fifteen years, it was no easy 
thing for me to support a fam- 
ily ; but always God came to the 
rescue. I remember the time," 
he aaid, "when I didn't know 
what to do, and I saw a man on 
horseback riding up the farm- 
lane, and he announced to me 
that I had been nominated tor 
the most lucrative office in all 
the gift of tbe people of the 
county, and to that office I was 
elected, and God in that way met 
all my wants; and I tell you it 
is always safe to trust Him." 
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It ia no help to a sailor lo see 
a flash of light serosa a dark sea, 
if he does not instantly steer ac- 
cordingly. 

No one can preach powerful 
and original sermons unless he 
continually ponders the golden 
words and glorious pages of the 
Bible. 


